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What is the Census? 

The Census happens every 10 years.  It is a count of every person who lives in the United States, 

regardless of age, legal status, religion, race, or income.  

The Census is used to determine how more than $400 billion in federal funds are allocated for 

community services such as: 

¶ Transportation systems 

¶ Hospitals 

¶ Schools  

¶ Medicaid Grants 

¶ Workforce Development Programs 

¶ Emergency Services 

On a state and local level census data is used for determining funding for everything from police 

and fire departments, to the amount of money that neighborhood organizations receive.   

Census numbers are used every day by decision makers, researchers, and advocates to 

determine where resources should go, to determine what the needs of a community are, or to 

make arguments about why issues are important.   

Even private companies use census data to decide where to open businesses such as grocery 

stores, or where to find pools of qualified workers to fill jobs. 

Representation on the Federal, State, and Local level is determined by the Census count.  Every 

ten years a redistricting process determines the size and shape of congressional districts on the 

federal and state level, as well as the size and shape of city council districts.   
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How Does the Census Work? 

The 2010 Census form will arrive in the mail to most households in mid-March.  The form is 10 

questions long per household member and for most people will take a short time to complete.  

The questions are about very general demographic information including: 

¶ Name 

¶ Sex 

¶ Age 

¶ Date of birth 

¶ Race 

¶ Hispanic origin 

¶ Household relationship 

¶ If you own or rent the place where you live 

Unlike the 2000 Census, there is no long form.  Every household receives the same 10 question 

form.   Every person who lives in the household, regardless of age, immigration status, or 

relationship, should be included on the Census form.  Most Minneapolis households will receive 

the form in English only.  A small number of Census Tracts will receive the bi-lingual form in 

English and Spanish.   

Sample Form 
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Each Census form comes with a postage-paid envelope and should be mailed back before April 

1st.  Each person who does not mail back a Census form will be visited by workers from the U.S. 

Census Bureau who will ask the questions from the form.  Each household that does not 

respond will be visited up to six times by Census staff. 

In order to help people participate in the Census, there are two types of assistance centers that 

will be set up by the Census Bureau.  Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QACs) are sites that will 

provide assistance and information in various languages.  QACs will be staffed by Census 

employees at least 15 hours a week beginning in March.   The Census BǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

will be QACs that are easily accessible for all Minneapolis communities.    

Another variety of assistance center is a Be Counted Site (BCS).  These are unstaffed 

information centers that will be placed throughout the city and will house informational 

materials including census forms and census language guides. 
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Why is the Census Important for Neighborhood Organizations? 

Think of the issues that are important to your neighborhood.  Schools?  Parks?  Crime and 

Safety?  Civil Rights?  Economic Development?  No matter what issues your neighborhood has 

chosen, access to Census data is critical to your success.   

What we have to gain by participating in the Census: 

Funding: 

¶ There is a lot at stake in the 2010 Census. LǘΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ млл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ 
the Census count leads to a $1 million loss to the people of Minneapolis over the next 
decade. That means a lack of funding for schools, parks, transportation, businesses and 
more.  

¶ In Minneapolis, that $1 million would be enough to:  

¶ Place nearly 350 people into full time employment   

¶ Prevent 2,000 foreclosures   

¶ Provide gap funding assistance for 40 rehabilitated affordable housing units   

¶ Provide more than 10,000 medical or dental visits for uninsured patients at a 
community clinic   

¶ Help at least 25 new businesses get started by providing low interest loans, creating 
hundreds of new jobs 

¶  Other programs and resources funded as a result of Census data: 

¶ Affordable housing programs 

¶ Job training programs 

¶ ESL classes and programs 

¶ Target programs to seniors, families, and immigrant communities. 
 

Representation: 

¶ An accurate census count is also critical in making sure Minnesota retains its full 
congressional representation. Based on current population trends, the state 
demographer is currently projecting a loss of one congressional seat in Minnesota. 

¶  Census Data affects how decisions are made about our communities - in Washington all 
the way down to the School board.  Our population count is used to determine where 
parks, affordable housing, hospitals, roads, and businesses are located. A more just 
representation of our communities also promotes better accountability with decision-
makers.   

 
Equity Issues: 

¶  Provides statistical data to researchers and community groups on health, education, 
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socioeconomic status, and access to resources.  Accurate Census data can also be critical 
in a successful issues organizing campaign.  

¶  Enforce civil rights laws that prohibit discrimination against people of color in the 
workplace and in schools.   

¶ Can develop and influence policy on topics such as education equity, parks, affordable 
housing, public safety, and civil rights. 

 
Our participation can prevent communities from being undercounted and under-funded!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minneapolis Census 2010 Neighborhood Toolkit                                           

 

 

  
Page 8 

 
  

What are the Challenges?  

The following are some of the groups of people who have traditionally been undercounted in 
the Census:  

¶ Children 

¶ Unemployed  

¶ Snowbirds 

¶ College students 

¶ Homeless  

¶ People with disabilities 

¶ Families from recently foreclosed houses staying somewhere temporarily  

¶ People of color 

¶ Low income populations 

¶ Renters 

¶ Highly mobile people 

¶ Immigrants  

¶ People with limited English proficiency 

¶ People living in multi-family households 

The Census Bureau uses various factors to determine whether an area is considered Hard To 

Count.  A large number of Minneapolis neighborhoods are considered hard to count areas. 

People have different reasons for not answering the Census.  Three of the biggest reasons are 

confusion about how the census works, fear of the government, and apathy.  However, if these 

barriers to participation are not addressed, people in undercounted communities will be denied 

their fair share of access to resources and representation for the next 10 years.   

Some people are worried that their answers to the census questionnaire will be used against 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘǊǳŜΦ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳal 
census responses are confidential and protected by the strongest national privacy laws on the 
books.  
 

¶ No government agency ς not immigration officials, law enforcement, housing 
authorities, or the courts ς Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
for the next 72 years.  

 

¶ No private company ς not banks, landlords, credit companies or debt collectors ς can 
get your personal census information.  

 

¶ No other law ς not even the PATRIOT Act ς overrides the confidentiality of the census.  
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9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎΦ  
 
Census confidentiality is backed up by harsh legal penalties. Every census worker ς including the 
Census Bureau director -- has to swear an oath to keep information confidential ς and anyone 
who violates that confidentiality can be imprisoned for up to five years and fined $250,000. 
These laws are strictly enforced.  
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Census Messages 

The Minneapolis Complete Count Committee has developed some talking points related to the 

2010 Census that are aimed at underrepresented communities.  The purpose of these messages 

is to relate, in very simple and compelling terms, the importance of the 2010 Census.  These are 

talking points and quotes that organizations can use and adapt to reach their communities.   

Remember, it is important to create materials that resonate with your target community and 

link with the issues that are the most important to the individuals in that community.  The more 

that your Census message is tied to the issues people care about, the more likely people are to 

respond to those messages.   

Talking Points 

What is the Census? 

¶ National count of everyone living in the United States every 10 years. 

¶ This is one opportunity for everyone (including citizens, non-citizens, and children) to 
take pride and stand up for our family and community and build a better tomorrow. 
 

The 2010 Census is Important!   

Why is it important that we know our numbers? 

¶ We have power in numbers - our numbers show our strength and give us a stronger 
voice when we are fighting for ...  (affordable housing, civil rights, public safety, etc.)  

¶ We have the right to be counted! Our numbers influence funding for our community, 
how safe and protected we are, our educational opportunities, our access to resources 
and jobs, and how decisions are made about our communities.    

¶ Our numbers affect our voice in Washington.  If we do not reach an accurate count in 
Minnesota, we are likely to lose a congressional representative! 

¶ We live in vibrant communities with diverse interests, resources, and barriers.   

¶ When we are all counted these differences are recognized and respected. 

You Being Counted Makes a Difference. 

¶ You taking action and participating in the Census breaks down barriers and liberates our 
community.  It furthers justice and fairness and ensures our demands are met. 

¶ Take pride in yourself, your identity and your community and be counted.  You being 
counted gives you the power to change and transform the power of our communities 
and  how they are represented.  

¶ LǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΗ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΦ  

¶ If you miss counting anyone in your home, your community will miss out! 
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The Census is Safe. 

¶ Your information is protected. The Census Bureau by law, must keep your information 
private and confidential.  No one has access to an individual response, not even the 
government, including immigration and housing agencies, as well as landlords. 

¶ We do not have to worry about our information being shared for the wrong reasons ς it 
is just about counting our people and communities so that they are recognized, 
respected and represented. 
  

The Census is Simple.   

¶ Answering just 10 questions today will benefit the lives of you, your family, friends and 
community for the next 10 years. 

 

Census Quotes 

ά.Ŝ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎέ ς VJ Smith, MADDADS 

άLetΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ ς Bishop Howell, Shiloh Temple 

ά{ƛ ǉǳƛŜǊŜǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎƛŀΣ ƘŀȊǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀǊέ ς La Asamblea de Derechos Civiles 

άYƛƛ ¢ƛǊǎŀƴ !Ƙƻǿέ ς Saeed Fahia, Somali Confederation of MN 
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Creating Neighborhood Specific Maps for Hard to Count Areas 

How difficult will your community be to count?  If your neighborhood is a Hard to Count Area, 

why?  These are some of the questions that you can answer through community specific Census 

mapping. 

The City University of New York Center for Urban Research has created a Census mapping tool 

that allows you to map, down to the Census tract level, which neighborhoods are hard to count, 

but beyond that, it allows you to look at 12 factors that are used to determine whether a 

neighborhood is hard to count. 

Why is this important?   First, having a map that shows that your community is hard to count is 

a tool for persuading your constituents that the Census is an important issue.  Secondly, 

knowing why an area is hard to count can allow you to choose tactics for outreach that will be 

most effective for your community.   

The first step in creating a neighborhood map is to go to the website 

http://www.urbanresearchmaps.org/census2010/htc.html# 

The initial map that appears is a national map.   

You can bring the map down to a neighborhood level by inputting a specific address, of by 

inputting the city and zooming in.  The initial map will show the hard to count areas.  Here is a 

look at the Downtown and Cedar Riverside area. 

 

http://www.urbanresearchmaps.org/census2010/htc.html
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There are several ways that you can modify the map to find out more specific information.  On 

the left hand side of the page are color coded tabs that allow you to choose one of the factors 

for why a tract is hard to count.   

Here is a look at the area by language isolation: 

 

 

You can also check the box below the map key to indicate the number of households who fall 

into the hard to count criteria.  On the next map the green dots indicate the number of 

households. 

Another modification that you can make to your map is that you can change the density of the 

colors on the map.    

 


