When choosing a new place to live, people are often concerned about safety. They may want to know if a certain
address is in a“safe” neighborhood and a“good place to live,” based upon the level of crime in the neighborhood.

There are problems with using crime data alone to judge if a certain address is a good place to live.

Please consider the following:

*

Comparing raw numbers of crimes in two areas to decide which is more safe is difficult. The same number of incidents mean different things
in different areas. Some neighborhoods, such as those in the heart of downtown, have a lot of people moving through them every day. Other
neighborhoods have relatively few people in them during the day. Three daytime assaults in a quiet, outlying neighborhood might be a major

crime problem; three daytime assaults near downtown might be typical or even low. This makes it difficult to compare areas just on the number
of crimes.

No one can predict solely on the basis of past data exactly where crime will occur in the future. This makes it difficult to choose a house or a
block that will always be “safe.”

Not all crime is reported to the police — as much as 50 percent of some types of crime may go unreported. Some people don’t report crimes
they consider “minor,” and that is an individual decision. Historically, some groups of people have been more likely to report crime to the police
than other groups.

People are often most afraid of crimes committed by strangers. However, many crimes are committed by friends, acquaintances and family
members. Both stranger and non-stranger crimes are included in most of the data available from the Minneapolis Police Department.

¢ Occasionally, programming or human errors cause crimes to be placed at the wrong location on maps.

V’E
P
;@:

+ Most importantly, many things that may make you feel unsafe don’t get included in crime statistics. Everyone is

‘| [mo] [ow|- different. You may feel uncomfortable in places that are poorly lighted at night, or where there is a lot of noise, or
% () (] where people hang out on street corners and ask for money. None of this shows up in most crime data.
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What feels “safe” is different for each person. It’s important to trust your instincts. Instead of relying
on numbers of crimes reported, we suggest you do the following to determine if a new location will
feel safe to you:

+ Experience your new location. Go there several times at different hours of the day. Talk with neighbors, local businesses, religious institutions,
etc. to see how people feel about living on the block. Find out if there is an active block or apartment club, how often neighbors get together,
what kind of problems there might be, etc.

+ Contact the local neighborhood association. Find out what current issues and concerns are and how you can get involved.

Remember that prevention is your best defense. Contact your SAFE staff to ask crime prevention questions and receive educational material.
Join a block or apartment club. If there is no active block/apartment club, we can help you start one. If problems that affect your quality of life
(drug houses, loud parties, prostitution, vandalism, etc.) develop on your block, we can help you and your neighbors reach solutions.

Call

COMMUNITY )

PREVENTION

for further information.

VISION
The City of Minneapolis is the safest place to live, work and visit.

For individuals with disabilities:

MISSION . . . . .
Implement effective prevention strategies and reduce crime in collaboration with the If you need this material in Bral”e, Iarge prlnt, Computer
communtly and our enminal jusice pariners. disk, or cassette tape, call 612-673-2912. Sign
VALUES . .
1. Employees are our greatest asset 4. Excellence in serving the public Ianguage Interpreters avallable - Ca" 61 2-673-3220
2. A workforce that reflects our community 5. Honesty and integrity or 61 2_673_2626 (TTY) P|ease a”ow two WeekS for
3. Protection of human rights 6. Community and community
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