
Global 	
Warming Reduce Carbon Dioxide Emissions

The science is clear – global warming is real, we are 
responsible, and it is a threat to our society. Car-
bon dioxide and other air pollution collects in the 
atmosphere, trapping the sun’s heat and causing our 
planet to warm up. Coal-burning power plants and 
vehicles are the largest sources of carbon dioxide 
pollution in the United States.

Target 

•	Reduce CO2 emissions from City operations by  
12 percent by 2012 and by 20 percent by 2020. 

•	Reduce citywide CO2 emissions by 12 percent  
by 2012 and by 20 percent by 2020. 

Trend Analysis

The 1988 baseline for Minneapolis is 22.3 tons  
of carbon dioxide per person per year. Updated 
information will be collected this year. 

A new City ordinance will increase taxi fuel efficiency by 35 percent. More than 370 taxis are 
licensed in Minneapolis; in total they travel close to 15 million miles a year.

Recent City Activities

•	Required all taxis licensed by the City to be  
more fuel-efficient within 10 years.

•	Partnered with the Center for Energy and  
Environment and others to launch the Minnesota 
Energy Challenge. More than 700 Minneapolis 
residents and businesses have committed to reduc-
ing more than 8.3 million pounds of global warm-
ing pollutants annually. Take the challenge at  
www.mnenergychallenge.org.

•	Required all new City-owned buildings to be built 
to a Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Silver level of quality – a national 
benchmark for high performance green buildings. 
www.usgbc.org

•	Tested use of energy-saving LED lights  
for holiday tree and street decoration.

•	Redesigned the lighting in downtown Parking 
Ramp A to increase efficiency and visibility,  
saving more than 1.6 gigawatt hours annually 
– enough electricity to power 190 homes1. 

•	The new Central Library exceeds the state energy 
code by 40 percent by using natural light and en-
ergy-efficient lighting. This saves enough electric-
ity to power almost 300 homes annually1.  
www.mpls.lib.mn.us/centralinfo.asp

•	More than 220 Minneapolis residents and busi-
nesses, including the City of Minneapolis, have 
joined HOURCAR, a car-sharing program with 
highly efficient hybrid vehicles. www.hourcar.org

• Wellstone Apartments has easy access to public 
transportation and will have Energy Star appli-
ances, low-water-use appliances and a solar  
water heating system. www.greencommunitiesonline.
org/minnesota/default.asp?id=67

•	See related activities under Renewable Energy,  
Air Quality, Downtown Transportation Mode  
Split, Bike Lanes and Tree Canopy.
1 Xcel Energy

Web Links & Resources

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
www.epa.gov/climatechange/index.html

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency  
www.pca.state.mn.us/hot/globalwarming.html

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change www.ipcc.ch
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Find out what you can do to slow Global Warming.   
Take the Energy Challenge  

www.mnenergychallenge.org


