From the desk of:
Medaria Arradondo
Chief of Police
Minneapolis Police Department
350 South 5 Street, Room 130

Minneapolis, MN 55415

TO: Officer Alexander Walls Badge #7498

cC: MPD Internal Affairs

DATE: February 24, 2021

RE: OPCR Administrative Case #20-00847
CHIEF’'S DECISION: YDischarge
Suspension Duration:

X Written Reprimand
YPermanent Demotion

YTemporary Demotion Duration:

SUMMARY OF BASIS FOR DECISION

This memo summarizes my approach and reasoning for my decision as Chief of the Minneapolis Police
Department that Officer Alexander Walls receive a Written Reprimand. This memo accompanies the
enclosed MPD Worksheet.



Policies Viglated:
MPD 7-402(IV){B){2)(a) Pursuit Palicy

Facts Supporting Decision (see aiso Investigation Summary):

On 9/18/2019, Officer Walls and Officer Thao were assigned to marked Minneapalis Police
squad 123. Officer Thao was driving; Officer Walls was passenger.

Officer Walls and Officer Thao observed an "unlicensed Hyundia Sonata" exiting the parking
lot located at 1530 6™ Street South. * Officer Thao noted in his statement, "the area we were
in had a history of stolen vehicle(s) by Somali juvenile males. The driver seemed to be a
Somali juvenile male."® Based off the recent events in the area, Officer Thao began to follow
the vehicle.

Officer Thao followed the vehicle as it turned northbound on to 15% Av S, eastbound on to
Riverside Parkway, then northbound onto Cedar Av S toward Washington. The vehicle made a
west bound turn onto the 3™ Street South exit off of Washington Av S, going through a yellow
light.®

Officer Thao stated the suspect vehicle sped up, passed two vehicles on the left hand side,
crossing the double yellow dividing lines, to make a right hand turn onto 3 Street S.
Officer Thao activated the squad lights and sirens, then proceeded to catch up to the
vehicle, which had exited onto Hiawatha Av going southbound.

The determination was made to disengage the vehicle when the vehicle "began to drive
away at excessive speeds and failed to stop for the lights and sirens." 7

Facts of this Case:
Did Officer Walls violate the department’s Pursuit Policy?

¢ Officer Walls aired the reason for the stop.
¢ Officer Walls aired the direction of the travel,
¢ Officer Thao cannot be heard on BWC or MVR relaying what the speeds

were as they were behind the suspect vehicle.
* Officer Walls can be heard on BWC telling Officer Thao, "if he doesn't
stop up here we're gonna discontinue. Stop. Stop. We're done.”

¢ Elapsedtime fromthelights/sirens beingturned on, untilthe

discontinuation of the stop was 1 minutes and 30seconds.



» Officer Walls stated he realized he had made a mistake in failing to air
speeds during the flee.

As Chief of Police | am responsible for providing clear expectations on what is acceptable behavior in our
workplaces as well as what will not be tolerated. Based on my review of the facts of this investigation
and Officer Walls admission that he in fact failed to communicate via his radio the speeds during the flee
I am issuing a written reprimand to Officer Walls,



