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2 Prune only dead and
damaged branches

Use hand pruners to cut dead or
damaged branches just above the
branch collar. Unsure if it's dead?
Scratch the bark. Green means it's
alive.

4
Tree roots grow in a circle inside the
container. Make shallow cuts with a saw
around the sides of the root ball, and an
X across the bottom. This encourages
the roots to grow out, rather than in a
circle.

Loosen the roots with your hands.

Trim the roots

The root flare is at the
bottom of the trunk
where it widens into the
roots. 

Trees are often planted
too deep in their
containers, so you may
need to remove quite a
bit of dirt to find it. 

Find the root flare

6 Dig a hole

Use a large shovel to dig a saucer-
shaped hole twice as wide as the
root ball and just deep enough to
keep the root flare at ground
level. 

Remember: Don’t dig too deep!  

7
Carefully place the tree in the hole. Ensure
the root flare is 1-2 inches above ground. 

Use the handle of your shovel to check the
depth. Lay it across the hole. You may
need to remove the tree and dig the hole
deeper or fill in the hole to get it to the
right depth.

Planting the tree too deep and burying
the root flare can kill the tree!

Test the depth

8
Make sure the trunk is straight, and the
root ball is stable. Fill the hole with dirt,
gently stepping on the dirt to pack it
down and remove air pockets.  

Make sure the dirt is securely holding
the tree in place and stop when you
get to the root flare!

Fill in the hole

9 Mulch
Place a 3-foot-wide, 3-inches-deep ring
of mulch around your tree like a donut,
not a volcano.

Keep the mulch 3 inches away from the
trunk to prevent it from rotting. 

10  Water!
Water your new tree with 5 to 10
gallons weekly for the first three years.

Water it away from the trunk to the
edge of the mulch line.  

Water from early spring until the
ground freezes in late fall.

Decide where to plant
This is a big decision! Consider how much
sunlight your tree needs and how big it
will be in 20-30 years.

Plant your tree at least: 
3 feet from pavement or fencing
10 feet from buildings

If your tree grows taller than 30 feet, plant
it 25 feet from overhead power lines.
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3 Remove the tree from
its container

Lay the tree down
carefully and gently roll
the container back and
forth while pressing down
to loosen the ball of roots. 

Pull it out from the base
of the trunk.  Use scissors
to cut the container if it’s
stuck.

5

10 easy steps to plant
your tree properly 
Trees must be planted in your yard on
private property.


